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2 Ambiguity in electoral campaigns
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2.2.2 Candidates, competing principals and the context of communication
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3 Candidate ambiguity in the German
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3.2 Setting the stage: The German federal election of 2013

&41�0-@-�C-?�/;881/@10�5:�@41�C117?�<>5;>�@;�@41�2101>-8�181/@5;:?�2;>�@41�U\th �1>9-: �A:

01?@-3 |�@41�2101>-8�<->85-91:@�|�C45/4�@;;7�<8-/1�;:�%1<@19.1>�VV	 VTUW�U &41�5:/A9.1:@
/4-:/188;>	 �:318-��1>718	 >-:�2;>�41>�@45>0�@1>9� �@�@41�@591�;2�@41�181/@5;:�?41�3;B1>:10�-
/;-85@5;:�;2�@41��4>5?@5-:��19;/>-@5/�<->@51?�I��'-:0��%'VJ -:0�@41��>11��19;/>-@?�I��"J�
&41�?1:5;>�<->@:1>�5:�@41�/;-85@5;:�4-0�C;:�WW�\�<1>/1:@�;2�@41�85?@�B;@1�5:�@41�VTT]�181/@5;:�|
5@?�C;>?@�>1?A8@�5:�@41�45?@;>E�;2�@41��101>-8�$1<A.85/�|	 .A@�4180�?;91�W\�<1>/1:@�;2�@41�?1-@?�5:
@41�<->85-91:@�0A1�@;�@41�05?<>;<;>@5;:-85@51?�5:�@41��1>9-:�181/@;>-8�8-C�I�-:;C	 VTUT-	.	
?11�.18;CJ� �;:B1>?18E	 @41�6A:5;>�<->@:1>�4-0�/;881/@10�UX�Z�;2�@41�;B1>-88�85?@�B;@1�-:0�4-0
@4A?�-/451B10�5@?�.1?@�>1?A8@�5:�<;?@
C->��1>9-:E�

&41�/;9<1@5@;>�2;>�@41�;ő/1�;2�/4-:/188;>?45<�C-?�"11>�%@15:.>¹/7�;2�@41�%;/5-8��19;

/>-@5/�<->@E�I%"�J	�C4;�4-0�<>1B5;A?8E�?1>B10�-?�ŋ:-:/1�95:5?@1>�A:01>��:318-��1>718�5:
@41�E1->?�VTTY
VTT]� )5@4�VW�T�<1>/1:@�;2�@41�85?@�B;@1�5:�@41�VTT]�2101>-8�181/@5;:	 @41�%"�
4-0�-8?;�;.@-5:10�5@?�C;>?@�1B1>�>1?A8@�5:�-�2101>-8�181/@5;:�/-9<-53:� &41?1�/;9<->-@5B18E
.-0�>1?A8@?�2;>�@41�@C;�9-6;>��1>9-:�<->@51?�/-:�.1�@>-/10�.-/7�@;�@41�2-/@�@4-@�.;@4�C1>1
<->@:1>?�5:�-��>-:0��;-85@5;:�5:�@41�<>1B5;A?�181/@;>-8�/E/81	 C45/4�@1:0?�@;�.1�181/@;>-88E
-0B-:@-31;A?�2;>�?9-881>�-:0�2>5:31�<->@51?�I%119-::�-:0��A7;C	 VTUT	 VTJ� &41�181/@;>-8
>1?A8@?�;2�@41�VTT]�181/@5;:?�-:0�@41�/;-85@5;:�;2�@41��4>5?@5-:�-:0��>11��19;/>-@?�->1�@41
.-/70>;<�2;>�@41�VTUW�181/@;>-8�/-9<-53:�

�1>9-:�2101>-8�181/@5;:?�@-71�<8-/1�A:01>�@41�>A81?�;2�@41�?;
/-8810�95D10
919.1>�<>;

<;>@5;:-8�?E?@19�I$;.1>@?	 U]\\
 %--82180	 VTT]J� �:�@45?�@C;
@51>10�181/@;>-8�?E?@19�@41�B;@1>
4-?�@C;�?1<->-@1�B;@1?�|�@41�:;95:-8�B;@1�01/501?�A<;:�@41�2-@1�;2�/-:050-@1?�5:�@41�V]]�181/

@;>-8�05?@>5/@?� &41�>1/15B1>�;2�@41�9-6;>5@E�;2�B;@1?�1:@1>?�@41 �A:01?@-3 05>1/@8E� )5@4�@41
U&45?�?1/@5;:�>1851?�41-B58E�;:�6;A>:-85?@5/�?;A>/1?�>-@41>�@4-:�;:�?/51:@5ŋ/�85@1>-@A>1� �@�@41�@591�;2�C>5@5:3�|
8-@1�VTUW�@;�1->8E�VTUX�|�;:8E�21C�?/51:@5ŋ/�-//;A:@?�;2�@41�/-9<-53:�1B1:@?�4-B1�.11:�<A.85?410�

V�;>�45?@;>5/-8�>1-?;:?�@41>1�->1�@C;�05?@5:/@��4>5?@5-:��19;/>-@5/�<->@51?�5:��1>9-:E�|�;:1�5:��-B->5-�I�%'J
-:0�;:1�5:�@41�>1?@�;2��1>9-:E�|	 @4-@�2;>9�-�/;99;:�<->85-91:@->E�<->@E�3>;A<�5:�@41�2101>-8�<->85-91:@�

WU



�4-<@1> W�}��-:050-@1�-9.53A5@E�5:�@41��1>9-:�2101>-8�181/@5;:

85?@�B;@1	 @41�B;@1>�?181/@?�-�<->@E�85?@�@4-@�3;B1>:?�@41�>18-@5B1�?@>1:3@4�;2�@41�<->@51?�5:�@41
�A:01?@-3� &41�85?@�B;@1?	 C45/4�->1�-??19.810�-@�@41�81B18�;2�@41��1>9-: �¢:01>	 ->1�@4A?�@41
9;>1�59<;>@-:@�;2�@41�@C;�B;@1?� '<�@;�@41�VTT]�2101>-8�181/@5;:?�@41>1�C-?�-�:;@-.81�18191:@
;2�05?<>;<;>@5;:-85@E�5:�@41��1>9-:�181/@5;:�?E?@19�@4-@�C-?�5:@>;0A/10�.E�@41�ŋ>?@�B;@1�-:0
@41�>1?A8@5:3�.1>4-:39-:0-@1 I�:01>?1:	 VTUW	 V\
V]J� &41?1�1D/1??�9-:0-@1?�>1?A8@10�C41:
@41�:A9.1>�;2�:;95:-88E�?A//1??2A8�/-:050-@1?�C-?�3>1-@1>�@4-:�@41�<1>/1:@-31�;2 �A:01?@-3
9-:0-@1?�-�<->@E�C;A80�;@41>C5?1�.1�1:@5@810�@;�.-?10�;:�@41�85?@�B;@1�-8;:1�

� B1>05/@�;2� @41��1>9-:��101>-8��;:?@5@A@5;:-8��;A>@� I�A:01?B1>2-??A:3?31>5/4@J� 5:� VTT\
011910�;:1�18191:@�;2�@41�2101>-8�181/@;>-8�8-C�-??;/5-@10�C5@4�@41�.1>4-:39-:0-@1 -?�A:

/;:?@5@A@5;:-8� �:�>->1�?5@A-@5;:?�5@�/;A80�4-<<1:�@4-@�-005@5;:-8�85?@�B;@1?�81-0�@;�21C1>�?1-@?
5:�@41 �A:01?@-3 |�@41�?;
/-8810�:13-@5B1�B;@5:3�C1534@�I�:01>?1:	 VTUW	 WV
 �14:71	 VTUTJ� �
>1B5?5;:�;2�@41�181/@;>-8�8-C�@4-@�C-?�59<8191:@10�C5@4�@41�B;@1?�;2�@41��4>5?@5-:��19;/>-@?
-:0�@41��>11��19;/>-@?�C-?�?@>A/7�0;C:�;:/1�9;>1�.E�@41��101>-8��;:?@5@A@5;:-8��;A>@�5:
VTUV�I�:01>?1:	 VTUW	 WXJ� �?�-�/;:?1=A1:/1	 @41�181/@;>-8�8-C�4-0�@;�.1�>1B5?10�E1@�-3-5:� )5@4
@41�?A<<;>@�;2�-88�<->85-91:@->E�<->@E�3>;A<?�1D/1<@�2;>��51��5:71	 @41 �A:01?@-3 -0;<@10�-
>1B5?5;:�@4-@�C-?�ŋ>?@�-<<8510�0A>5:3�@41�VTUW�2101>-8�181/@5;:� )5@4;A@�3;5:3�5:@;�@;;�9A/4
01@-58	 @41�/1:@>-8�18191:@�;2�@41�:;B18�181/@;>-8�>A81?�?@-@1?�@4-@�1D/1??�9-:0-@1?�->1�.-8-:/10
;A@�.E�?;
/-8810 �A?3815/4?9-:0-@1 @4-@�->1�-C->010�@;�<->@51?�@4-@�-/=A5>1�-�?9-881>�<1>/1:@

-31�;2�9-:0-@1?�>18-@5B1�@;�@415>�85?@�B;@1�.-?185:1�0A1�@;�@41�.1>4-:39-:0-@1 ;2�;@41>�<->@51?
I�1>@815:	 VTUW	 ZY
Z\J�

!:1�59<;>@-:@�/;:?1=A1:/1�;2�@45?�>1B5?5;:�;2�@41�181/@;>-8�8-C�->1�@41�-8@1>10�?@>-@135/�5:

/1:@5B1?�@4-@�5@�.>;A34@�-.;A@� ':01>�@41�<>1
VTUW�181/@;>-8�>A81?�@41>1�C1>1�?;91�<->@E
81B18
->>-:3191:@?�.1@C11:�@41�9-6;>�<->@51?�-:0�@415>�<>121>>10�/;-85@5;:�<->@:1>?�@;�<>;9;@1
B;@1�?<85@@5:3�-9;:3�@41�B;@1>?�I�?/4C1:0	 VTT[
 �?/4C1:0	 �;4:?@;:�-:0�"-@@51	 VTTWJ� �?
8;:3�-? �.1>4-:39-:0-@1 C1>1�-�B5-.81�;<@5;:�@;�5:/>1-?1�-�<->@51?��B;@1�?4->1�5:�@41�2101>-8
<->85-91:@	 5@�C-?�?@>-@135/-88E�?;A:0�2;>�@C;�I<;@1:@5-8J�/;-85@5;:�<->@:1>?�@;�-?7�B;@1>?�@;
/-?@�@41�:;95:-8�B;@1�2;>�@41�9-6;>�<->@E�-:0�@41�85?@�B;@1�2;>�@41�95:;>�<->@E	 @4A?�5:/>1-?5:3
@41�/;9.5:10�B;@1�?4->1� 5:� @41 �A:01?@-3� �;:B1>?18E	 <>121>1:/1?�9534@�05B1>31�.1@C11:
@41�<->@E�41-0=A->@1>?�-:0�@41�5:05B50A-8�/-:050-@1?�A:01>�@41�:;B18�181/@;>-8�8-C� )4581
?A/4�01-8?�/;A80�.1�5:�@41�5:@1>1?@�;2�<->@E�41-0=A->@1>?�A:01>�@41�;80�181/@;>-8�>A81?	 @41

WV



%1@@5:3�@41�?@-31� &41��1>9-:�2101>-8�181/@5;:�;2�VTUW

:1C�8-C�9-71?�@45?�45348E�A:-@@>-/@5B1�-?�@41�/;9<;?5@5;:�;2�@41��1>9-: �A:01?@-3 5?�?@>5/@8E
01@1>95:10�.E�@41�85?@�B;@1� &41>12;>1	 -:E�85?@�B;@1�@4-@� 5?�-C->010�@;�@41�<;@1:@5-8�/;-85

@5;:�<->@:1>�01/>1-?1?�@41�>18-@5B1�?@>1:3@4�;2�@41�?1:5;>�<->@:1>� &45?�5?�5:�2-/@�C4E�@41��>11
�19;/>-@?��-@@19<@?�@;�/-<@A>1�85?@�B;@1?�2>;9�@41��4>5?@5-:��19;/>-@?�91@�ŋ1>/1�>1?5?@-:/1
2>;9�@41���'N�%'�W

�1?<5@1�@41�-8@1>10�.14-B5;>-8�>-@5;:-81�;2�<->@E�41-0=A->@1>?	 @41�5:/1:@5B1?�;2�:;95:-8
/-:050-@1?�-@�@41�05?@>5/@�81B18�9534@�05B1>31�2>;9�<->@E�5:/1:@5B1?	 9-75:3�-:�-3>1191:@�.1

@C11:�@41�<;@1:@5-8�/;-85@5;:�<->@:1>?�-�B5-.81�;<@5;:� �;:?501>�-��4>5?@5-:��19;/>-@�C4;�5?
:;@�?1/A>10�B5-�@41�<->@E�85?@�|�>13->081??�;2�C41@41>�0A1�@;�-�<A>1�:;95:-8�/-:050-/E�;>�0A1
@;�-�.-0�85?@�<8-/191:@�|�-:0�-��>11��19;/>-@�C4;�5?�A:/1>@-5:�C41@41>�@41�?1-@?�-??53:10
B5-�@41�<->@E�85?@�?Aő/1�@;�1:?A>1�-�9-:0-@1� �:�@45?�?5@A-@5;:�.;@4�/-:050-@1?�4-B1�-:�5:/1:

@5B1�@;�?@>571�-�01-8�-@�@41�8;/-8�81B18�@;�-?7�B;@1>?�@;�/-?@�@41�ŋ>?@�B;@1�2;>�@41���'N�%' -:0
@41�?1/;:0�B;@1�2;>�@41���" @;�1:?A>1�@4-@�@41�:;95:-8�9-:0-@1�5?�-C->010�@;�@41��4>5?@5-:
�19;/>-@�-:0�@41��>11��19;/>-@�/-:050-@1�1:@1>?�B5-�@41�<->@E�85?@� �?�@41�:;95:-8�9-:0-@1
5?�31:1>-88E�/;:?501>10�@;�.1�9;>1�<>1?@535;A?�2;>�/-:050-@1?�>18-@5B1�@;�-�85?@�9-:0-@1	 @41
�4>5?@5-:��19;/>-@�9534@�1B1:�/;:?501>�-�01-8�52�?41�5?�3A->-:@110�-�?-21�?1-@�;:�@41�<->@E
85?@�I"-@F18@	 U]]]	 W[
 )¹?@�1@ -8�	 VTTZ	 XVVJ� &41>1�C1>1�?1B1>-8�5:?@-:/1?�;2�?A/4�01-8?�0A>5:3
@41�VTUW�181/@;>-8�/-9<-53:�-:0�@41?1�C1>1�|�5:�85:1�C5@4�1D<1/@-@5;:?�|�0;C:<8-E10�.E�<->@E
41-0=A->@1>?�X

&41�<>5:/5<-8�<->@E�<;85@5/-8�-/@;>?�0A>5:3�@41�181/@;>-8�/-9<-53:�C1>1�@41���'N�%' -:0
@41���" @4-@�.;@4�/-9<-53:10�2;>�-�>1:1C-8�;2�@41�5:/A9.1:@�/;-85@5;:� &41�%"� -:0�@41
�>11:�<->@E�/-9<-53:10�2;>�-�>1<>5?1�;2�@41�>10
3>11:�/;-85@5;:�@4-@�C-?�5:�;ő/1�2>;9�U]]\
@;�VTTY� &41�9;?@�;.B5;A?�1B501:/1�;2�@45?�/;99;:�/-9<-53:�1Ŋ;>@�C-?�@41�-<<1->-:/1�;2
@41�>1?<1/@5B1�<->@E�81-01>?�-@�@41�<->@E�911@5:3?�;2�@41�<>121>>10�/;-85@5;:�<->@:1>�|�%539->
�-.>518�?<1-75:3�-@�@41��>11:�/;:B1:@5;:Y -:0��8-A05-�$;@4�?<1-75:3�-@�@41�%;/5-8��19;

/>-@5/� /;:B1:@5;:Z� �-/10�C5@4�-�<;@1:@5-8� 812@
C5:3�9-6;>5@E�.E� @41�%"�	��¹:0:5?�]TN�51

W I�-?@�-//1??10��1/19.1>�UT	 VTUWJ�
X I�-?@� -//1??10� �1

/19.1>�UT	 VTUWJ�

Y

I�-?@�-//1??10��1/19.1>�UU	 VTUWJ�
Z I�-?@� -//1??10� �1/19.1>
UU	 VTUWJ�

WW

http://www.tagesschau.de/wahl/zweitstimmenkampagne100.html
http://www.zeit.de/politik/deutschland/2013-09/fdp-zweitstimmen-cdu
http://www.n-tv.de/politik/Es-funkt-wieder-article10471106.html


�4-<@1> W�}��-:050-@1�-9.53A5@E�5:�@41��1>9-:�2101>-8�181/@5;:

�>¹:1:�-:0��51��5:71	 @41�%;/5-8��19;/>-@?�1D<85/5@8E�1D/8A010�@41�<;??5.585@E�;2�2;>95:3�-
>10
>10
3>11:�/;-85@5;:�I�1/71>	 VTUW	 YZJ�|�-�<>;95?1�41-B58E�/;:@1:010�2>;9�@41�>534@
C5:3
/;9<1@5@;>?�0A>5:3�@41�181/@;>-8�/-9<-53:[� !:1�A:/1>@-5:�2-/@;>�5:�@41�181/@;>-8�>-/1�C-?�@41
<;??5.81�1:@>E�;2�@41��8@1>:-@5B1�2¹>��1A@?/48-:0�I�2�J��&41>1�C1>1�5:@1:?1�01.-@1?�@4>;A34

;A@�@41�181/@;>-8�/-9<-53:�C41@41>�@41�181/@;>-8�<;@1:@5-8�;2�@41�:1C8E�2;A:010�<->@E�C-?
4534�1:;A34�@;�/>;??�@41�Yū�@4>1?4;80\ -:0�C4-@�/;:?1=A1:/1?�@41��2�?�1:@>E�9534@�4-B1
;:�@41�;A@/;91�;2�@41�/;-85@5;:�.->3-5:5:3� �:�/;:@>-?@�@;�@4-@	 5@�C-?�/;:?501>10�A:85718E�@4-@
@41�"5>-@1:<->@15	 C45/4�4-0�.11:�-.81�@;�C5:�9-:0-@1?�5:�?1B1>-8 �¢:01> -??19.851?�5:�@41
E1->?�VTUU�-:0�VTUV	 C;A80�1:@1>�@41 �A:01?@-3 0A1�@;�5:@1>:-8�/;:Ō5/@?�]

&41�181/@5;:�>1?A8@10�5:�?@>;:3�3-5:?�2;>�@41��4>5?@5-:��19;/>-@?�C4;�1:010�A<�?/;>5:3�XU�Y
<1>/1:@�;2�@41�85?@�B;@1	 -�<8A?�;2�[�[�<1>/1:@-31�<;5:@?�>18-@5B1�@;�@41�VTT]�;A@/;91� &41�%;/5-8
�19;/>-@?�-/451B10�;:8E�9;01?@�3-5:?�-:0�C;:�VY�[�<1>/1:@�;2�@41�?1/;:0�B;@1� �1?<5@1�@41
3-5:?	 5@�C-?�?@588�@41�?1/;:0�C;>?@�>1?A8@�5:�-�<;?@
C->�181/@5;:�2;>�@41�%"���&41�/;-85@5;:�<->@

:1>�;2�@41��4>5?@5-:��19;/>-@?�8;?@�]�\�<1>/1:@-31�<;5:@?�-:0�C1:@�2>;9�5@?�.1?@�1B1>�>1?A8@
@;�5@?�C;>?@�1B1>�>1?A8@�;2�X�\�<1>/1:@	 @4A?�2-585:3�@;�1:@1>�@41 �A:01?@-3 -8@;31@41>� &41�:;B18
/;9<1@5@;>	 @41��2�	�?/;>10�;:8E�T�U�<1>/1:@-31�<;5:@?�81??�@4-:�@41���" -:0�C;:�X�[�<1>/1:@
;2�@41�85?@�B;@1�|�-8?;�:;@�/>;??5:3�@41�Yū�@4>1?4;80� �51��5:71�-:0��¹:0:5?�]TN�51��>¹:1:
8;?@�W�W�-:0�V�W�<1>/1:@-31�<;5:@?�>18-@5B1�@;�@415>�<>1B5;A?�181/@;>-8�>1?A8@?�-:0�1:@1>10�@41
�A:01?@-3 C5@4�\�Z�-:0�\�X�<1>/1:@�>1?<1/@5B18E� &41�"5>-@1:<->@15�2-5810�@;�1:@1>�<->85-91:@
C5@4�-:�;B1>-88�>1?A8@�;2�V�V�<1>/1:@�;2�@41�:-@5;:-8�B;@1� !:1�;2�@41�.5331?@�21->?�>13->05:3�@41
>1B5?10�181/@;>-8�8-C�C-?�5@?�<;@1:@5-8�@;�3>1-@8E�5:/>1-?1�@41�?5F1�;2�@41 �A:01?@-3 0A1�@;�@41
�A?3815/4?9-:0-@1� �E�B5>@A1�;2�@41�?@>;:3���'N�%' >1?A8@?�@45?�4-?�:;@�9-@1>5-85F10�5:�@41
VTUW�181/@5;:�C41>1�@41�:A9.1>�;2�?1-@?�IZWUJ�C-?�;:8E�9;01?@8E�3>1-@1>�@4-:�5:�VTT]�IZVVJ�
&41�2-58A>1�;2�@41���" @;�1:@1>�@41 �A:01?@-3 59<1010�@41�/;:@5:A-@5;:�;2�@41�5:/A9.1:@
3;B1>:91:@�-:0�2;>/10�@41��4>5?@5-:��19;/>-@?�@;�?1->/4�2;>�-:�-8@1>:-@5B1�/;-85@5;:�<->@

:1>� �2@1>�0185.1>-@5;:?�C5@4�@41�%;/5-8��19;/>-@?�-:0�@41��>11:�<->@E	 -��>-:0��;-85@5;:
C5@4�@41�%"� C-?�2;>910�C5@4�@41�;ő/1�;2�/4-:/188;>�3;5:3�@;��:318-��1>718�

[

I�-?@�-//1??10��1/19.1>�UU	 VTUWJ�
\

I�-?@�-//1??10��1/19.1>�UU	 VTUWJ�
] I�-?@� -//1??10
�1/19.1>�UU	 VTUWJ�

WX

http://www.n-tv.de/politik/AfD-sieht-sich-beinahe-zweistellig-article11322861.html
http://www.zeit.de/politik/deutschland/2013-01/piraten-partei-strategie


�-:050-@1:/41/7� � <A.85/�/-:050-@1�?A>B1E

3.3 Kandidatencheck: A public candidate survey
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3.4.2 Intensity of electoral competition
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3.4.3 Political experience
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Supplemental survey
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4.2 Voters' policy preferences
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Agreement with statement
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Schooling
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Highway construction
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5 Competing principals and candidate

ambiguity
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6 Topic characteristics and candidate
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8.1 Geographical distribution of district preferences

Internet surveillance
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Schooling
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Health insurance
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8.2 Geographical distribution of subconstituencies

8.2.1 Right-wing supporters

Internet surveillance
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Family subsidies

Agree
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Schooling
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Health insurance
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Gender balance
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Same−sex adoption
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8.2.2 Left-wing supporters

Internet surveillance
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Whistleblowers
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Referenda
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Donations to parties
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Taxes
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Tax evasion
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