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ABSTRACT

The 2024 European Elections not only saw increased vote shares for the radical
right but also debuted the recently launched Biindnis Sahra Wagenknecht
(BSW) with an impressive 6.2% vote share. Before the German federal
election 2025, the parliamentary group held ten seats in German parliament
and was led by former THE LEFT politician Sahra Wagenknecht.
Wagenknecht's long-term anti-immigration stance suggests the emergence
of a new left-authoritarian platform. This research delves into the demand for
BSW and its left-authoritarian agenda within Germany. Leveraging individual-
level data analysis, we investigate the structural factors influencing
preferences for Wagenknecht's new party. Our findings show that those
expressing scepticism towards immigration and weapon supplies to Ukraine
are predicted to be more likely to support BSW. Most importantly, this study
finds that one’s perception of party leader Wagenknecht is the driving force
behind BSW support. By examining the electoral potential of BSW under
Wagenknecht's leadership, this study provides crucial insights into the
evolving dynamics of German politics and the ramifications of this new
entrant on the political spectrum.

ARTICLE HISTORY Received 12 June 2024; Accepted 23 December 2024

1 A new left-Conservative party emerging?

The landscape of German politics witnessed a significant shift with the launch
of Biindnis Sahra Wagenknecht (BSW), a new political entity spearheaded by
Sahra Wagenknecht. The BSW already witnessed first successes, most recently
at the European Parliament elections in 2024 where the party achieved 6.2%
of the vote share only five months after its launch. The launch of this new
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party comes in the wake of heightened speculation following Wagenknecht's
departure from her previous party, THE LEFT, and her subsequent decision to
form a distinct political platform. The emergence of BSW introduces a novel
player in the political arena, promising to challenge established paradigms
and reshape the German party system. Building upon the groundwork laid
by Wagner, Wurthmann, and Thomeczek (2023) and Thomeczek (2025),
which explored the potential ramifications of Wagenknecht's anticipated
departure and the formation of a new party, this research note focuses on
a post-launch analysis of BSW. As Wagenknecht's vision materialises into a
tangible political force, it becomes imperative to delve deeper into the
dynamics surrounding BSW'’s inception, its ideological positioning, and its
electoral prospects. Drawing upon 2024 German Longitudinal Election
Study data, this study examines factors driving support for BSW and delineate
its impact on the broader political landscape. By analysing the preferences of
various demographic segments, the ideological underpinnings of BSW's plat-
form, and the implications of its emergence on Germany’s political equili-
brium, this research provides a comprehensive understanding of the
evolving dynamics catalysed by the formation of BSW. The results show
that while immigration is a factor driving BSW voters, the leadership person-
ality outweighs these factors significantly. This is particularly relevant given
that the BSW narrowly missed entering the German Bundestag in the 2025
federal election with 4.98 percent of the vote, and it was briefly uncertain
whether Wagenknecht would withdraw from politics altogether.

2 The German party landscape in transition

For a long time, primarily one-dimensional models were used to structure and
categorise Western party systems (Dalton 2013). The debate has shifted as
alongside a horizontal socioeconomic left-right cleavage, a vertical cultural
dimension has emerged (Norris and Inglehart 2019). This is described either
as a conflict between integration vs. demarcation in a national protectionist
context (Kriesi et al. 2006) or as a value conflict between green-alternative-lib-
ertarian (GAL) values on one hand and traditional-authoritarian-nationalist
(TAN) values on the other (Dassonneville, Hooghe, and Marks 2024; Marks
et al. 2006).

While socioeconomically left positions advocate for welfare measures and
higher taxes for the wealthy, socioeconomically right positions, in contrast,
advocate for less state intervention in the market economy and emphasise
greater social responsibility (Debus 2022; Norris and Inglehart 2019). The socio-
cultural conflict dimension captures the societal-political opposition along con-
servative and progressive poles, covering issues such as LGBTQ rights,
immigration, abortion and openness for alternative lifestyles (Dassonneville,
Hooghe, and Marks 2024; Debus and Wurthmann 2024). This two-dimensional
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Figure 1. The German party system before the 2024 EP elections, Source: Author’s own
calculation and presentation, based on Thomeczek, Wurthmann, and Stecker (2024).

spatial model has been deemed adequate in describing the German party
system (Jankowski et al. 2022; Norris and Inglehart 2019). The German party
system can be mapped onto a four-field matrix (see Figure 1). It consists of a
left-liberal quadrant, representing parties that are socioeconomically left-
leaning and socioculturally liberal. There's also a right-liberal quadrant, encom-
passing parties that are socioeconomically right-leaning and socioculturally
conservative. Additionally, there’s a left-conservative quadrant, comprising
parties that are socioeconomically left-leaning and socioculturally conservative.
Finally, there’s a right-conservative quadrant, representing parties that are
socioeconomically right-leaning and socioculturally conservative (Debus
2022). While SPD, Greens, and The Left are to be located within the left-
liberal spectrum, CDU, CSU, and AfD occupy the right-conservative spectrum,
and the FDP represents the right-liberal spectrum. The left-conservative spec-
trum, however, has remained an unoccupied space for a long time (Heckmann,
Wurthmann, and Wagner 2025; Herold and Otteni 2025; Jankowski 2025; Jan-
kowski et al. 2022; Steiner and Hillen 2025; Wagner, Wurthmann, and Thomec-
zek 2023). Although there is an electoral demand for a political force to
represent both, socioeconomically left-wing positions in combination with
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traditionalist-conservative stances (Hillen and Steiner 2020; Lefkofridi, Wagner,
and Willmann 2014; Steiner and Hillen 2021), no party in Germany has yet been
successful in establishing itself in this spectrum. Wagner, Wurthmann, and Tho-
meczek (2023) therefore concluded that the prospects for a party positioned
accordingly could be promising.

The manifesto of the newly launched BSW emphasises the need to address
systemic inequalities and prioritise the well-being of ordinary citizens over
the interests of the wealthy and powerful (BSW 2024). Key points include pro-
posals for progressive taxation to redistribute wealth, measures to ensure
affordable housing for all, and initiatives to strengthen workers’ rights and
protections. Additionally, the BSW aligns closer to the right-wing on sociocul-
tural issues, such as immigration and gender diversity. The positions of the
BSW include restrictions on immigration, criticism towards green politics,
ending supply of weaponry to Ukraine, and a negotiated settlement to the
Russian invasion of Ukraine. The BSW advocates for economic intervention-
ism and increased social welfare benefits, funded by the wealthy, while pre-
serving medium-sized companies and family businesses. The BSW’s blend of
centre-left economic policies, neo-liberal ideas, and conservative stances on
sociocultural matters means that newly launched BSW may fill in the left-con-
servative supply gap (Wagner and Wurthmann 2025). For this reason, the
BSW is positioned within this political gap according to an expert survey con-
ducted ahead of the 2024 European elections (see Figure 1).

While the BSW is unique in the German party system through its com-
bination of policy preferences, it is also special through its highly per-
sonalised and centralised structure (for review of personalisation see
Lioy 2023). The party follows the logic of the personalised entrepreneur-
ial issue party with the party leader being the charismatic figure at the
top of the party (Harmel and Svasand 1993). While the party is still in its
infancy of development, the role of Wagenknecht within the BSW follows
in line of a number of recent personal parties gaining fast “electoral
success [that] can rapidly structure themselves on an institutional and
organizational level” (Lioy 2023, pp. 829-830). The eponym and party
leader of the BSW Sahra Wagenknecht is one of the most well-known
politicians in Germany. She appeals to the frustrations of the voters
and is perceived as competent among people in Eastern Germany and
AfD supporters while simultaneously being a widely polarising figure
(Focus 2023). Initial findings suggest that Wagenknecht herself and her
party could primarily attract attention through populist rhetoric
(Hoffmann 2025; Thomeczek 2024). However, is the support for BSW is
guided by political attitudes, individual’s ideological self-perception, or
rather by evaluating Sahra Wagenknecht herself? Recent literature on
personalisation shows that while social structure was historically crucial
in shaping citizens’ attitudes, recent changes have heightened the
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importance of personality in political leadership (Blondel and Thiebault
2009). This has resulted in the centrality of leader perceptions in
voting behaviour (Garzia 2019). While all populist parties entail strong
link between leadership and mass, highly personalised leadership is
mostly present in small parties (Blondel and Thiebault 2009). Therefore,
Wagenknecht may significantly contribute to the vote intentions of indi-
viduals, dominating over the issue-based appeal.

3 Research design

This analysis utilises 2024 German Longitudinal Election Study (GLES) cross-
sectional data, conducted between the in March (T57) and June/July (T58)
2024. The GLES employs a quota sampling methodology designed to
reflect the demographic composition of the wider populace, facilitated
through collaboration an online access panel. Weighting procedures are
employed within the GLES framework to align the dataset with representative
population characteristics, thereby enhancing the accuracy of subsequent
analyses. A total of 2,254 individuals participated in the surveys used for
this study. Due to further data cleaning processes, some respondents were
excluded because they did not provide information on their current voting
intentions or potential abstention from voting. Additionally, others were
excluded for being unwilling or unable to respond to certain key variables.
Consequently, 1,638 individuals remain for the analysis.

3.1 Dependent variable

The present analysis aims to elucidate voting intentions in favour of the newly
established party, the Sahra Wagenknecht Alliance (BSW), as of January 8th.
Overall, 10.49 percent of the respondents express their intention to vote
for the new party if there was a federal election next Sunday. Additionally,
26.12 percent intend to vote for the CDU/CSU, 14.57 percent for the SPD,
6.43 percent for the FDP, 10.84 percent for the GREENS, 3.64 percent for
THE LEFT, 20.44 percent for the AfD, 3.95 percent for other parties, and
3.53 percent plan to abstain from voting. Given our specific interest in the
positioning and differentiation of the BSW compared to other electorates
and non-voters, the group of voters for other parties is chosen as the refer-
ence category in the subsequent multivariate models. This group is particu-
larly suitable as it encompasses a diverse mix of voter groups.

3.2 Independent variables

As outlined, we initially consider three factors that could functionally contrib-
ute to mobilising potential voters for the new BSW party. Firstly, we examine
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political attitudes and focus on the political leadership, as it is premature to
assume a more long-term factor such as party identification at this stage
(Campbell, Converse, Miller, and Stokes 1960). Additionally, we incorporate
ideological self-placement along the left-right continuum, as described by
Dalton (2013) as a super-issue indicator.

Regarding political attitudes, we assess respondents’ attitudes towards welfare
state policies, immigration, gender equality, and climate policy. Concerning
welfare state attitudes, respondents were asked to position themselves on a
scale ranging from (1) favouring lower taxes and fewer social welfare benefits to
(11) advocating for higher social welfare benefits despite increased taxes. We sub-
sequently reverse-coded this indicator, such that lower taxes and fewer social
welfare benefits, reflecting a more economically liberal stance and socioeconomi-
cally right-leaning attitudes (Norris and Inglehart 2019), corresponded to higher
values. Conversely, the expansion of social welfare benefits,1 represented by
lower values, reflects the socioeconomically left-leaning pole (Wagner, Wurth-
mann, and Thomeczek 2023).

Attitudes towards immigration were assessed on a scale ranging from (1)
advocating for facilitated immigration for foreigners to (11) supporting
restricted immigration for foreigners. To capture climate policy attitudes, we
employed a scale where (1) prioritising climate change mitigation, even at
the expense of economic growth, contrasts with (11) prioritising economic
growth, even if it hinders efforts to combat climate change.

The dimension of personalisation for the co-party leader, Sahra Wagen-
knecht, who has lent her name to the new party formation, is captured
through a scale-based variable, where respondents’ attitudes towards her
were assessed, utilising a scale ranging from (1) I do not think much of this
person at all, to (11) I think a great deal of this person.

Regarding respondents’ ideological self-placement, they were asked to
position themselves along a one-dimensional spectrum ranging from (1)
left to (11) right.

3.3 Controls

As control variables, we further incorporate age, level of education, and the sex
of the respondents as they have been shown to be relevant predictors of voting
behaviour in Germany (Wurthmann 2022). Additionally, we include an indicator
distinguishing between respondents residing in (0) Western Germany and (1)
Eastern Germany. Furthermore, we control for self-reported occupational
status, as Wagenknecht consistently asserts her commitment to representing
the interests of self-identifying blue-collar individuals within the population
(Wagenknecht 2022). Hence, we categorise respondents as (1) current or
former blue-collar individuals, contrasting with those to whom this does not
apply (0). Finally, attitudes towards weapons supply to Ukraine are highly
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significant for the German public and BSW supporters (Heckmann, Wurthmann,
and Wagner 2025; Hoffmann 2025; Wurthmann and Wagner 2025). Therefore,
we further control for stances on this issue, ranging from being against a
weapons supply stop (1) to being in favour of a weapons supply stop (5).
Finally, we control for the survey wave of data collection.

3.4 Methodological approach

To address the question of which factors influence voting intentions in favour
of the newly founded BSW party, we employ multinominal regression analy-
sis, using voters for other minor parties as the reference category due to their
heterogeneous ideological profile. As it can be assumed that support for BSW
is largely driven by attitudes towards Wagenknecht, we proceed in two steps.
First, we calculate models that include all variables except for respondents’
evaluations of the politician Sahra Wagenknecht (base model). Second, we
incorporate these evaluations into the analysis (full model). Before delving
into the multivariate findings, we present a series of descriptive findings to
provide context for understanding the BSW and its potential voters.

4 Analysis
4.1 Descriptives

Despite recent findings that have expanded our perspective (Heckmann,
Wurthmann, and Wagner 2025; Herold and Otteni 2025; Hoffmann 2025; Jan-
kowski 2025; Steiner and Hillen 2025), our understanding of BSW and its
potential electorate remains incomplete. Consequently, to shed light on
BSW's prospects and positions, this descriptive analysis includes comparisons
to supporters of other parties, offering valuable insights on where party sup-
porters stand after the new party has been launched.

In terms of immigration-specific attitudes, potential BSW voters tend to be
comparatively restrictive, although less so than supporters of the far-right
AfD. Nevertheless, they are more sceptical about immigration than suppor-
ters of the Christian Democrats. Less pronounced, but still sceptical about
immigration, are the voters of the SPD and FDP. Only the supporters of the
GREENS and THE LEFT are liberal on this issue. Regarding welfare state atti-
tudes, BSW supporters are positioned relatively centrally, but with a slight
tendency towards lower taxes and less welfare state intervention. Thus,
they occupy a centrist position among party electorates — voters of the
GREENS, SPD, and THE LEFT tend to support more welfare state policies,
while those of the CDU/CSU, FDP, and AfD are more inclined to oppose
them. Turning to climate policy attitudes, BSW supporters lean towards a
rather centrist position with a tendency to favour market friendly policies.
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FDP and CDU/CSU supporters position themselves somewhat more business
friendly, while AfD supporters exhibit a notably stronger stance. Supporters of
SPD, THE LEFT, and GREENS, in contrast, lean towards combating climate
change rather than prioritising economic interests. BSW supporters are also
centrally positioned on the left-right dimension - slightly left-leaning. Also
situated on the left spectrum are SPD, GREENS and THE LEFT supporters. In
contrast, FDP and CDU/CSU supporters lean somewhat towards the centre,
while AfD lean slightly more to the right. BSW founding member Sahra
Wagenknecht is highly popular among BSW supporters and somewhat less
popular, but still positively rated, among THE LEFT and AfD supporters. A
rather negative view is held by CDU/CSU, SPD, FDP and GREENS supporters
(see Online Appendix Figures A1-A5 and Tables A1-A5 for more details).
Overall, BSW supporters generally hold moderate, centrist views, though
they lean slightly to the right, while identifying themselves as somewhat
centre-left on the left-right political spectrum.

4.2 Factors predicting BSW vote intentions

Upon examining the findings of the multinomial regression analysis in Figure 2, it
becomes evident that two anticipated factors significantly and positively
influence voting intention in favour of the BSW: an anti-immigration stance (p
< 0.1) and the view that no further weapons should be supplied to Ukraine (p
< 0.01). These results corroborate previous findings (e.g. Heckmann, Wurthmann,
and Wagner 2025; Herold and Otteni 2025; Hoffmann 2025; Jankowski 2025;
Steiner and Hillen 2025; Wagner, Wurthmann, and Thomeczek 2023; Wurthmann

Migration Social Welfare
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
(1) facilitated immigration for foreigners (1) higher social welfare
(11) restricted immigration for foreigners (11) lower taxes
Climate Left-Right
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 & 9 10 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8§ 9 10 1
(1) prioritising climate change mitigation (1) left
(11) prioritising economic growth (11) right
Scalometer Wagenknecht

| —

1 2 3 4 5 6 71 8 9 10 1
(1) I do not think much of this person at all
(11) I think a great deal of this person

Figure 2. BSW voters’ attitudes distribution, Source: Author’s own calculation and pres-
entation, based on GLES (2024a, 2024b). Note: N = 163. For more details about the dis-
tribution, see Boxplot Figures A1-A5 and Tables A1-A5 in the Online Appendix.
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and Wagner 2025). Attitudes towards the welfare state and economy, climate
policy, and self-positioning on a left-right scale remain insignificant in the base
model. The findings are intriguing for two reasons. On the one hand, opposition
to further arms deliveries and immigration leads to a higher likelihood of voting
for the AfD — with the opposing positions leading to support for the GREENS, who
act as BSW's and AfD’s antithesis in this context. On the other hand, the factors
above of ideological self-positioning and welfare politics are essential for explain-
ing support for the already established parties CDU/CSU, SPD, FDP, GREENS, LEFT,
and AfD (see Online Appendix Table A6). This might mirror BSW's relatively new
and unelaborated policy profile.

However, when the attitudes towards Wagenknecht are factored into the
analysis, it is apparent that this factor can sustainably and positively influence
voting intention in favour of the BSW (p <0.001). At the same time, the sig-
nificance of attitudes towards immigration policy and arms deliveries
diminishes (see Figure 2). Interestingly, there is also a significant, albeit con-
siderably weaker, correlation between a positive evaluation of Wagenknecht
and voting for the CDU/CSU (p < 0.05), the LEFT (p < 0.001), and the AfD (p <
0.001).

Upon examining attitudes toward Sahra Wagenknecht, we find that she is
particularly well-regarded by individuals hold anti-immigration views (p <
0.1), oppose climate protection (p <0.001) and weapon supplies to Ukraine
(p <0.001) (see Online Appendix Table A7). This observation helps explain

Scalometer Wagenknecht Scalometer Wagenknecht{ T L,

Anti Climate Protection Anti Climate Protection IR

Anti Migration{ 7T . Anti Migration{ T I __
Conservative Welfare TTo Conservative Welfare b
Left-Righty ___ .. ___ ~ 7777 Left-Right{ ___ .. ___ ~~ 777
Weapons Supply Stop]  ~ T T T L. __ Weapons Supply Stop{ ~~ "7 TIL L
0.5 0.0 0.5 1.0 0.5 0.0 0.5 1.0
CDU/CSU FDP  --e-- LEFT —— BSW
***** SPD ——— - GREENS - AfD Non—Voting

Figure 3. Predicting vote intention - base models (left panel) and full models (right
panel), Source: Author's own calculation and presentation, based on GLES (2024a,
2024b). Log-Odds and 95% confidence intervals based on the multinomial regression
coefficients are given. See Online Appendix Table A6 for full details. N =1,638. Note:
Voting for other parties serves as the reference category in our multinominal models.
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the effects seen when Wagenknecht is included in the full model (see
Figure 3). Moreover, given that BSW has found much of its success in
Eastern German states during the European elections, there is a significant
positive effect observed among those living in Eastern Germany and identify-
ing as blue-collar workers (see Online Appendix Table A7). Interestingly,
however, a more right-leaning ideological position leads to a more negative
evaluation of Wagenknecht. Conversely, a more left-leaning self-assessment
continues to result in a positive evaluation of Wagenknecht (see Online
Appendix Table A7). Controlling for a non-linear relationship yields no signifi-
cant findings supporting these results.

Testing for multicollinearity using the Condition Index revealed values
between 1 and 2.29, confirming the robustness of our full model, as these
are well below critical thresholds. Similarly, the VIF values for the linear
model analysing the evaluation of Sahra Wagenknecht range from 1.04-
1.59, indicating no evidence of multicollinearity.

Finally, we consider whether our model may be over-specified by includ-
ing both ideological left-right self-positioning and issue positions. To address
this, we re-ran our multinomial regression models using voters of other
parties as the reference category, first excluding the issue positions (see
Online Appendix Table A8) and then excluding the left-right self-positioning
(see Online Appendix Table A9). In the BSW models, we see no substantial
changes.’

5 Conclusion

The German party system is undergoing a period of change, which is evident
not only through the increasing successes of the radical right-wing AfD and
the struggling mainstream parties (Hansen and Olsen 2024). A systematic
weakening of party allegiance (Dalton 2013) and the growing fragmentation
in voter demands are fostering strategic processes of change. The emergence
of the Alliance Sahra Wagenknecht - Reason and Justice (BSW) aims to
address increasingly fragmented interests, including those of precarious
workers, and claims to represent a broader societal group that no longer
feels represented (Wagner, Wurthmann, and Thomeczek 2023). This is
evident in their economic, social, and immigration positions, as well as in
societal transformations such as environmental positions and gender equality
(Wagenknecht 2022).

Given the left-conservative supply gap in Germany that no party has
managed to address successfully (Norris and Inglehart 2019), despite
evident demand from the voters’ side (Hillen and Steiner 2020; Steiner and

"Figure A7 in the Online Appendix shows how left-right self-positioning influences vote intention based
on predicted probabilities in our full model, with no impact on BSW vote intention.
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Hillen 2021), BSW appears to have a promising starting point. The European
Parliament elections 2024 showed that the BSW has a significant voter poten-
tial, especially in Eastern German states. Nevertheless, the initial finding by
Wagner, Wurthmann, and Thomeczek (2023) suggesting that a Wagenknecht
party could fill the existing political vacuum, excluded the role of Wagen-
knecht and her personalised leadership.

While it is evident that anti-immigration stances have a significant and
positive influence on the support for a party led by Sahra Wagenknecht,
this only holds true until the personalisation factor of Wagenknecht is
included in the modelling. Wagenknecht has been known for her anti-immi-
gration and anti-war positions for years (Wagner and Wurthmann
2025; Wurthmann and Wagner 2025). The effect of such is evident in the
support for the party by those opposing further weapon supplied to
Ukraine, an issue that Wagenknecht has successfully owned since the start
of the Russian invasion in 2022 (Heckmann, Wurthmann, and Wagner 2025;
Hoffmann 2025). Her positions on immigration align, however, less with
those of the far-right AfD but rather more with those of the Christian Demo-
cratic CDU/CSU. Wagenknecht seems to be a conservative proxy, a notion
that resonates strongly with those inclined towards the centre-left. Conse-
quently, she effectively embodies the anticipated attributes within the left-
conservative spectrum on a personal level. One may argue that this finding
derives from an information short-cut that voters have developed with
Wagenknecht, meaning that voters attribute many position issues to her
person and thus, any other factors are absorbed by her personalised leader-
ship, enabled through the small, and highly top-down, structure of the BSW
(Blondel and Thiebault 2009). While the personality factor itself may be a pro-
jection of multiple different facets, such as her charisma, positions and long-
standing media presence (Garzia 2019), an important takeaway from this
analysis is that Sahra Wagenknecht is a substantial driving force behind the
BSW potential. Though this analysis is not able to causally separate the
appeal of Wagenknecht's personality from the issues that she represents,
we show that the personalised leadership is an essential factor for her
electorate.

Simultaneously, we do not observe significant effects of ideological self-
positioning on potential BSW voting intention. On one hand, it seems clear
that Wagenknecht, who describes herself as needing a party that moves
beyond the traditional left-right divide (Wagenknecht 2022), does not
strongly appeal to voters with a fixed ideological stance. While BSW has
been labelled a left-authoritarian party, the party does not seem to generate
significant interest among those who identify as left-wing, at least not in a
directly observable manner. So far, BSW has positioned itself rather centrally
in their economic profile and Wagenknecht, argues that the German party
landscape needs a party that moves beyond the traditional left-right divide
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(Wagenknecht 2022). While she does not strongly appeal to voters with a
fixed ideological stance, the BSW appears to be successful, particularly on
issues where, as our analysis shows, the radical right AfD also resonates.
Socio-economic issues, which are a key focus of a left-wing economic party
(Hillen and Steiner 2020; Wagner, Wurthmann, and Thomeczek 2023) are
potentially less salient to the BSW electorate. Further research is necessary
to explore whether these issues might hold greater relevance for certain seg-
ments of the electorate that have switched or might consider switching to
this new party.

However, this analysis remains provisional and merely serves as an
exploratory analysis on how BSW voters might be mobilised in the future.
Based on the available cross-sectional data, it is not possible to identify
long-term or clear causal mechanisms for vote intentions - panel data pub-
lished to date, however, do not yet cover the 2025 federal election (see,
e.g. Heckmann, Wurthmann, and Wagner 2025; Jankowski 2025; Steiner
and Hillen 2025). Therefore, at this stage, we can only describe initial patterns
that potentially pave the way for BSW to become an electorally successful
party within the left-conservative spectrum in the long term. Future research
should particularly focus on exploring the causal relationship between
Wagenknecht's personalised appeal and her political positions to better
understand whether support for the BSW is driven by an affinity for Wagen-
knecht herself or if her appeal is rooted in her policy positions. It will also
need to be clarified whether the electoral prospects of the BSW have been
much ado about nothing. However, at this moment, that question remains
unresolved - even though BSW has not been succesful entering the
German parliament after the 2025 federal election.

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author(s).

ORCID

L. Constantin Wurthmann (2 http://orcid.org/0000-0002-3673-0908
Sarah Wagner (2 http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2659-900X

References

Blondel, J., and J.-L. Thiebault. 2009. Political Leadership, Parties and Citizens: The
Personalisation of Leadership. London: Routledge.

BSW. 2024. “Blindnis Sahra Wagenknecht — Vernunft und Gerechtigkeit.” Accessed
April 28, 2024 from https://bsw-vg.de/partei/unsere-mission/.

Campbell, A., P. E. Converse, W. E. Miller, and D. E. Stokes. 1960. The American Voter.
New York: lohn Wiley & Sons.


http://orcid.org/0000-0002-3673-0908
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2659-900X
https://bsw-vg.de/partei/unsere-mission/

JOURNAL OF ELECTIONS, PUBLIC OPINION AND PARTIES . 13

Dalton, R. J. 2013. Citizen Politics: Public Opinion and Political Parties in Advanced
Industrial Democracies. Washington D.C.: Cq Press.

Dassonneville, R., L. Hooghe, and G. Marks. 2024. “Transformation of the Political
Space: A Citizens' Perspective.” European Journal of Political Research 63 (1): 45-65.

Debus, M. 2022. “Parteienwettbewerb und Wahrscheinlichkeit Verschiedener
Koalitionsoptionen bei der Bundestagswahl 2021.” Politische Vierteljahresschrift 63
(1): 73-88.

Debus, M., and L. C. Wurthmann. 2024. “Lgb+ Identity and Its Implications for the
Policy Positions of Parliamentary Candidates.” European Political Science Review
16 (4): 483-502.

Focus. 2023. “GroBteil der Deutschen halt Sahra Wagenknecht fir politisch inkompe-
tent.” Accessed April 28, 2024 from https://www.focus.de/politik/deutschland/im-
trendbarometer-grossteil-der-deutschen-haelt-sahra-wagenknecht-fuer-politisch-
inkompetent id 242632601.html.

Garzia, D. 2019. Personalization of Politics and Electoral Change. London: Palgrave
Macmillan.

GLES. 2024a. “GLES Tracking March 2024, T57.” GESIS, Cologne. ZA7715 Data file
Version 1.0.0.

GLES. 2024b. “GLES Tracking Juni 2024, T58." GESIS, KoIn. ZA7716 Datenfile Version
1.0.0. https://doi.org/10.4232/1.14375.

Hansen, M. A., and J. Olsen. 2024. Political Entrepreneurship in the Age of Dealignment.
Cham: Palgrave Macmillan Cham.

Harmel, R., and L. Svasand. 1993. “Party Leadership and Party Institutionalisation:
Three Phases of Development.” West European Politics 16 (2): 67-88.

Heckmann, L., L. C. Wurthmann, and S. Wagner. 2025. “Who's Afraid of Sahra -
Understanding the Shift in Votes Towards Germany’'s Bilndnis Sahra
Wagenknecht.”  Research &  Politics 12 (1).  http://doi.org/10.1177/
20531680241311504.

Herold, M., and C. Otteni. 2025. “Closing the Left-Conservative Gap of Political
Representation? Ideological Positions and Democratic Attitudes of ‘Blindnis Sahra
Wagenknecht' (BSW) Supporters in Germany.” German Politics: 1-28. http://doi.
org/10.1080/09644008.2025.2497083.

Hillen, S., and N. D. Steiner. 2020. “The Consequences of Supply Gaps in two-
Dimensional Policy Spaces for Voter Turnout and Political Support: The Case of
Economically Left-Wing and Culturally Right-Wing Citizens in Western Europe.”
European Journal of Political Research 59 (2): 331-353.

Hoffmann, P. 2025. “Between Left-Authoritarians, Sympathy for Russia, and Political
Discontent: The Correlates of Voting for the Biindnis Sahra Wagenknecht (BSW).”
Politische Vierteljahresschrift 47: 1324. http://doi.org/10.1007/s11615-025-00600-2.

Jankowski, M. 2025. “Das SchlieBen der Reprasentationsliicke? Die Wahlerschaft des
Biindnis Sahra Wagenknecht - Eine Analyse basierend auf Paneldaten.” Politische
Vierteljahresschrift 66 (2): 357-379. http://doi.org/10.1007/s11615-024-00583-6.

Jankowski, M., A. S. Kurella, C. Stecker, A. Blatte, T. Brauninger, M. Debus, J. Miiller, and
S. Pickel. 2022. “Die Positionen der Parteien zur Bundestagswahl 2021.” Ergebnisse
des Open Expert Surveys. Politische Vierteljahresschrift 63 (1): 53-72.

Kriesi, H., E. Grande, R. Lachat, M. Dolezal, S. Bornschier, and T. Frey. 2006.
“Globalization and the Transformation of the National Political Space: Six
European Countries Compared.” European Journal of Political Research 45 (6):
921-956.


https://www.focus.de/politik/deutschland/im-trendbarometer-grossteil-der-deutschen-haelt-sahra-wagenknecht-fuer-politisch-inkompetent
https://www.focus.de/politik/deutschland/im-trendbarometer-grossteil-der-deutschen-haelt-sahra-wagenknecht-fuer-politisch-inkompetent
https://www.focus.de/politik/deutschland/im-trendbarometer-grossteil-der-deutschen-haelt-sahra-wagenknecht-fuer-politisch-inkompetent
https://doi.org/10.4232/1.14375
http://doi.org/10.1177/20531680241311504
http://doi.org/10.1177/20531680241311504
http://doi.org/10.1080/09644008.2025.2497083
http://doi.org/10.1080/09644008.2025.2497083
http://doi.org/10.1007/s11615-025-00600-2
http://doi.org/10.1007/s11615-024-00583-6

14 (&) L C.WURTHMANN AND S. WAGNER

Lefkofridi, Z., M. Wagner, and J. E. Willmann. 2014. “Left-authoritarians and Policy
Representation in Western Europe: Electoral Choice across Ideological
Dimensions.” West European Politics 37 (1): 65-90.

Lioy, A. 2023. “Not to Be Taken Personally”: Tracing six Decades of Scholarship on
Personal, Personalist, and Personalized Political Parties (1960-2021)." Political
Studies Review 21 (4): 825-835.

Marks, G., L. Hooghe, M. Nelson, and E. Edwards. 2006. “Party Competition and
European Integration in the East and West: Different Structure, Same Causality.”
Comparative Political Studies 39 (2): 155-175.

Norris, P., and R. Inglehart. 2019. Cultural Backlash: Trump, Brexit, and Authoritarian
Populism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Steiner, N. D., and S. Hillen. 2021. “Vote Choices of Left-Authoritarians: Misperceived
Congruence and Issue Salience.” Electoral Studies 70:102280.

Steiner, N. D., and S. Hillen. 2025. “Voting for the Biindnis Sahra Wagenknecht (BSW)
from a Policy Space Perspective.” German Politics: 1-25. http://doi.org/10.1080/
09644008.2025.2502100.

Thomeczek, J. P. 2024. “Bindnis Sahra Wagenknecht (BSW): Left-Wing Authoritarian -
and Populist? An Empirical Analysis.” Politische Vierteljahresschrift 65: 535-552.

Thomeczek, J. P. 2025. “The Voting Potential of Blindnis Sahra Wagenknecht.” Political
Studies Review 23 (1): 409-417.

Thomeczek, J. P, L. C. Wurthmann, and S. Stecker. 2024. GEPARTEE - German Parties
before the European Elections 2024. Harvard Dataverse, V1. https://doi.org/10.
7910/DVN/7PBJS9

Wagenknecht, S. 2022. Die Selbstgerechten: Mein Gegenprogramm fiir Gemeinsinn und
Zusammenhalt. Frankfurt/New York: Campus Verlag.

Wagner, S., and L. C. Wurthmann. 2025. Biindnis Sahra Wagenknecht - Vernunft und
Gerechtigkeit (BSW). Eine politikwissenschaftliche Einordnung. Wiesbaden: Springer
VS.

Wagner, S., L. C. Wurthmann, and J. P. Thomeczek. 2023. “Bridging Left and Right? How
Sahra Wagenknecht Could Change the German Party Landscape.” Politische
Vierteljahresschrift 64 (3): 621-636.

Wurthmann, L. C. 2022. Wertorientierungen und Wahlverhalten:  Effekte
Gesellschaftlicher  Wertorientierungen bei den Bundestagswahlen 2009-2017.
Wiesbaden: Springer VS.

Wurthmann, L. C.,, and Wagner S. 2025. "On the Association of Attitudes Toward NATO
and Weapon Deliveries for Ukraine with Vote Intentions in Germany." German
Politics 34 (1): 1-24.


http://doi.org/10.1080/09644008.2025.2502100
http://doi.org/10.1080/09644008.2025.2502100
https://doi.org/10.7910/DVN/7PBJS9
https://doi.org/10.7910/DVN/7PBJS9

	Abstract
	1 A new left-Conservative party emerging?
	2 The German party landscape in transition
	3 Research design
	3.1 Dependent variable
	3.2 Independent variables
	3.3 Controls
	3.4 Methodological approach

	4 Analysis
	4.1 Descriptives
	4.2 Factors predicting BSW vote intentions

	5 Conclusion
	Disclosure statement
	ORCID
	References

