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Abstract

News and news recommender systems play a central role in shaping
how people understand and interpret the world. Recent advances in
generative Al have opened up new possibilities for content creation,
personalization, multimodal analysis and interaction. While these
technologies enhance automation and efficiency in news production
and recommendation, they also introduce risks such as inconsisten-
cies, misinformation, opinion polarization, and declining user trust.
At the same time, the growing technical complexity of these meth-
ods, together with diverging regulatory requirements for fairness,
transparency, and accountability in Al systems, poses significant
challenge for news recommendation. The 14th International Work-
shop on News Recommendation and Analytics (INRA) serves as
a dedicated venue for researchers and practitioners from various
disciplines to share insights and explore how human-centered ap-
proaches can address this challenge by providing fair, transparent,
sustainable and user-respecting news recommendations.

CCS Concepts

« Information systems — Recommender systems; Personal-
ization; Language models; Summarization; Clustering and classifica-
tion; Document filtering; Information extraction; Document topic mod-
els; Content analysis and feature selection; » Computing method-
ologies — Information extraction.
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1 Workshop Overview and Rationale

Given the massive amount of news content produced and consumed
daily, news recommender systems play a critical role in providing
access to information [25]. The shift from traditional media outlets
to online news platforms has highlighted the importance of news
recommender systems not only in facilitating information access
but also in influencing readers’ perceptions, opinions, and under-
standing of the world. Recently, the dissemination of generative
Al models, particularly Large Language Models (LLMs) [27], has
highly impacted the news domain, reshaping traditional patterns
of news consumption and access [12].

Despite the opportunities they offer, the increased reliance on
Al-driven methods and automatically generated content also raises
critical challenges for the news ecosystem, for instance regarding
news interpretability, model drift, or factual inconsistencies [11,
16, 26]. Addressing these concerns calls for a deeper exploration
of the societal, ethical, and legal dimensions of algorithmic news
curation [18, 22]. Moreover, while news recommender systems
offer a personalized access to information, they also carry inherent
risks by potentially exposing users to misleading or false content,
reinforcing the polarization phenomenon, or eroding trust in media
organizations [8, 17, 24].

In addition, regulatory frameworks such as the EU Digital Ser-
vices Act [6] and the EU AI Act [7] has led discussions about the
need to restrict and regulate news recommender systems to ensure
fair and safe news consumption in a globalized world. Addressing
these challenges requires more than purely technical advances; it
also calls for user-centered principles within the recommendation
process, such as transparency, sustainability, and fairness [5, 28],
which are essential for mitigating negative effects and fostering a
diverse, balanced, and trustworthy news ecosystem.

To foster discussion around these challenges, we propose the
fourteenth International Workshop on News Recommendation and
Analytics (INRA 2026), to be held in conjunction with UMAP’26.
This workshop will serve as a forum for discussions on human-
centered approaches to design, use and evaluate news recommender
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systems that adapt to human needs while ensuring answering mod-
ern challenges. To encourage active engagement, the workshop
will combines paper presentations, interactive discussions, and an
invited talk.

Topics of interest include but are not limited to:

e News Recommendation and Analytics
— User-centered methodology for news recommendation
— User profiling and privacy
— Fake news, misinformation, and filter bubbles
— Algorithmic advances in news analytics
— News generation, summarization and opinion mining
LLMs and Al-generated content in news
e Societal, Legal, and Ethical Aspects of News Personalization
- Diversity and fairness of news recommendation
- Transparency and explainability of news recommendation
— Ethical and legal aspects of news personalization
— Trustworthiness in the news ecosystems

This workshop aims to bring together researchers from diverse
disciplines to discuss recent advances and open challenges in news
recommender systems, with a strong emphasis on user-centered
approaches. In this context, UMAP constitutes an ideal venue for
INRA’26, as its community is well positioned to foster insightful
discussions on how news recommendation can better account for
users’ needs and values. As a leading conference on human-centered
and adaptive systems, UMAP provides the most suitable setting for
such in-depth discussions, which are expected to advance solutions
to critical challenges related to fairness, transparency, accountabil-
ity and trust in the deployment of news recommender systems.
At the same time, this workshop enriches UMAP by providing a
dedicated time on news recommendation, an application domain
of major societal relevance where user-centered research can have
tangible and meaningful impact.

2 Organizers’ Information

The organizing team of INRA 2026 is composed of six researchers
from three different institutions and countries.

Andreea Iana' (corresponding organizer) is a post-doctoral re-
searcher in the Data and Web Science Group of the University of
Mannheim. Her research focuses on recommender systems and
retrieval-augmented generation. In particular, her PhD thesis ex-
plored multi-aspect diversification and multilinguality in neural
news recommendation, and introduced an open-source library for
reproducible training and evaluation of news recommenders.

Célina Treuillier? is a post-doctoral researcher in the Human-
IST institute of the University of Fribourg (Switzerland). Her re-
search focuses on user modeling, recommender systems, and human-
computer interaction. Specifically, her PhD work encompassed mod-
eling the phenomenon of online polarization and defining a news
recommendation framework that delivers personalized, diverse,
and fair recommendations.

Vandana Yadav® is a PhD student in the Norwegian Research
Center for Al Innovation (NorwAI) at the Department of Computer
Science at the Norwegian University of Science and Technology

https://www.uni-mannheim.de/dws/people/researchers/andreea-iana
Zhttps://scholar.google.com/citations?user=SZr9Tb0AAAAJ&hl
3https://www.ntnu.edu/employees/vandana.yadav
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(NTNU). Her research work focuses on content summarization
using machine learning and language models. In particular, she
specializes in news summarization techniques that can be incorpo-
rated into generative conversational systems, and personalized with
respect to users and contexts, for both English and Scandinavian
(low-resource) languages.

Benjamin Kille* is an associate professor at the Norwegian
University of Science and Technology (NTNU). He is part of the Nor-
wegian Open Al Lab and the Norwegian Center for Al Innovation
(NorwAI). Benjamin has organized multiple data-driven competi-
tions including NewsREEL at CLEF and NewsImages at MediaEval.
His research focuses on personalization, artificial intelligence, and
natural language processing.

Andreas Lommatzsch? is a a senior researcher at the TU Berlin.
His research focuses on distributed knowledge management, ma-
chine learning algorithms, and the application of AI methods in
government. His primary research interests include Large Language
Models, personalized intelligent assistants, data-stream-based rec-
ommendations, and context-aware meta-recommender algorithms.
He co-organizes the NewsImages challenge focusing on the analysis
of multi-media news content.

Ozlem Ozgobek® is an associate professor at the Department
of Computer Science at the Norwegian University of Science and
Technology (NTNU). Her research focuses on recommender sys-
tems, privacy issues in recommender systems, and disinformation
detection for online news. She is a core team member in the Norwe-
gian Research Center for Al Innovation (NorwAl), board member in
Norwegian Artificial Intelligence Society, and an associate of SFU
Excited at NTNU. She has been contributing as a co-chair to the
organization of various conferences and workshops, including the
Doctoral Symposium at RecSys’25 and IEEE SSCI’25, and is actively
involved in organizing the INRA workshop series since 2014.

3 Workshop Organization

This year’s INRA workshop is intended to be fully on-site. However,
recognizing that some presenters might face travel constraints,
we will support remote presentations of accepted contributions
in specific cases. Additionally, at least two of the organizers will
attend the workshop in person to manage all activities.

Based on past editions, we estimate that the number of partici-
pants will be approximately 40. The anticipated attendance aligns
well with the workshop’s objective of fostering interdisciplinary
dialogue among researchers and practitioners from diverse back-
grounds. In particular, this number of attendees is ideal for engaging
discussions with paper presenters, and facilitates dividing partici-
pants into optimally sized groups for interactive activities.

4

4 Workshop Program

The workshop will be divided into two main sections. Table 1 out-
lines the tentative schedule for the workshop. Note that the schedule
may be subject to small change as necessary.

*https://www.ntnu.edu/employees/benjamin.u kille
Shttps://dblp.org/pid/38/2946.html
®https://www.ntnu.edu/employees/ozlem.ozgobek
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The workshop will begin with a welcome address and an overview
of the workshop’s agenda. After this, a keynote speaker will pro-
vide a talk and engage in a discussion with workshop participants.
During the second part of the workshop, authors of accepted papers
will be invited to present their work through oral presentations and
Q&A .

Table 1: Workshop Schedule

Time Activity
14:00 — 14:05 Welcome and Introduction
14:05 — 15:00 Keynote and Discussion
15:05 - 15:55 Papers presentation
15:55 - 16:00  Conclusion

5 Submission and Participation Process

Researchers were invited to submit original work related to the
workshop’s topics (see Section 1) in the form of scientific papers
(both long and short). Following the formatting requirements of
UMAP’26, the maximum limit for long papers is 8 pages, whereas
short papers are limited to 4 pages. Each submission may include
additional pages for references and should be formatted using the
ACM 2-column template.

We employ a double-blind reviewing process, and each submis-
sion will be reviewed by two to three reviewers to ensure a fair and
high-quality peer review process. Papers will be evaluated based
on their relevance to the workshop’s topics, the clarity and quality
of the presentation, as well as their potential to convey interesting
ideas and stimulate engaging discussions. As we strive to create a
highly interactive event, we especially encourage the submission
of idea papers.

We received 5 submissions, and accepted 3 of them, then reaching
a 60% acceptance rate. To assess the scientific value of submissions,
we requested the help of the following prospective program com-
mittee:

Edward Malthouse (Northwestern University, USA)

Heiko Paulheim (University of Mannheim, Germany)

Goran Glavas (University of Wiirzburg, Germany)

Tanise Ceron (Bocconi University, Italy)

Lucien Heitz (University of Zurich, Switzerland)

Alain D. Starke (University of Amsterdam, Netherlands)

Sanne Vrijenhoek (University of Amsterdam, Netherlands)
Geoffray Bonnin (Université de Lorraine, France)

Armelle Brun (Université de Lorraine, France)

Chahrazed Labba (Université de Lorraine, France)

Mesut Kaya (Jobindex A/S / IT University Copenhagen, Denmark)
Anton Korikov (University of Toronto, Canada)

Hanne Vandenbroucke (imec-SMIT Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Bel-
gium)

6 Promotion and Dissemination

Ensuring a successful workshop requires attracting attention through
paper submissions and attendance, which generates valuable con-

tributions and discussions. We thus plan to share information about

INRA’26 both via diffusion lists (i.e. ACM and CHI listservs, Db-

world, internal institutions’ communication channels, etc.) and
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Table 2: Information about the previous INRA editions (2013-
2025). Each row contains the year, the conference name and
location, and the reference to the summary paper.

Year Conference Location Reference
INRA 2025 RecSys Prague, Czech Republic [10]
INRA 2024 RecSys Bari, Italy [14]
INRA 2023 RecSys Singapore [13]
INRA 2022 SIGIR Madrid, Spain [20]
INRA 2021 RecSys Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (online) [21]
INRA 2020 ECML/PKDD Ghent, Belgium (online) [15]
INRA 2019 RecSys Copenhagen, Denmark [19]
INRA 2018 CIKM Torino, Italy [4]
INRA 2017 Web Intelligence Leipzig, Germany [1]
INRA 2016 UMAP Halifax, Canada [3]
INRA 2015 RecSys Vienna, Austria [9]
NRA 2014 UMAP Aalborg, Denmark [2]
NRS 2013 RecSys Hong Kong [23]

social media (X, Bluesky®). A dedicated workshop website will
also be created and maintained with regular updates. As in previous
editions, accepted papers will be published in CEUR proceedings,
providing open access to all contributions’. Authors of high-quality
papers will also be invited to submit an extended version of their
work to the Special Issue on New Directions for News Recommender
Systems of ACM Transactions on Recommender Systems 1°. Partic-
ipation in the INRA’26 workshop will then offer considerable value,
providing authors with feedback that can strengthen their work
before submitting it to a high-quality journal.

7 Workshop History

INRA has been held in conjunction with various conferences, in-
cluding RecSys (seven times), UMAP (twice), SIGIR, CIKM, WI (Web
Intelligence), and ECML/PKDD. Table 2 shows past editions, the
associated conference, and a reference to the workshop summary.

Over its 13 editions, the INRA workshop has continually evolved
alongside the news personalization field, expanding from core top-
ics such as news context modeling, user profiling, big data tech-
nologies, and news analytics, to recent advances in generative Al
for news recommendation and an interdisciplinary perspective
integrating insights from social sciences and legal studies. This
broadened scope has fostered a deeper exploration of the societal
and ethical aspects of news recommendation, fostering interesting
discussions on the evolution of the news ecosystem and the role
recommender systems plays within it. Over the years, INRA has
consistently attracted an engaged academic and industrial commu-
nity committed to tackling both algorithmic and societal challenges
in the news domain.
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